
Monday 7 May 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

LABOUR DAY 
 

Tuesday 8 May 

Stage Two Building Commences 

Year 8 Subject Selection  

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday 9  May 

Mother’s Day Liturgy               
and Breakfast 

7:45-8:30 am 
 

Wednesday 16 to   

Friday 18 May 

Year 8 Camp 

Year 7 NAPLAN 

 

Friday 25 May 

Frassati Celebration Day 

 

Accepting Enrolments for  

Years 7, 8 and 9 for 2019 

and 

Years 7, 8,  9 and 10 for 2020 

As the Principal of McAuley College, there are times when the pride I have in 

our community is palpable and beyond words. It goes without saying that this 

is how I felt last week as we commemorated ANZAC Day.  

 

On the 25 April, McAuley College 

had four students at the Beaudesert 

Dawn Service, four students     

marching in Boonah and 50          

students in the Beaudesert ANZAC 

Day parade, and many more at     

services across the Scenic Rim. 

Given we are a school of just on 

ninety students, this is close to 70% 

of our population. It is a wonderful 

example of that well used catch cry, 

“small in size but huge in spirit and 

opportunity”. I love how keen and 

enthusiastic our students are to be 

involved and to participate, and their genuine reverence for ANZAC Day and 

every occasion.  

 

This was obvious on Monday last week, when we welcomed Mr Errol          

Guilfoyle, President of Beaudesert RSL Sub Branch, Mr Kevin Bullock and 

Major Tim Lucas from Canungra Barracks. Major Lucas spoke about looking 

after your ‘mate’, having faith in the greater good and striving for peace. 

There was much he said about serving country which we could assimilate 

back to our motto and touchstone of SERVE.   

 

Our SERVE calls us to act in the likeness of Jesus and Catherine McAuley, 

through our words and actions. It is about looking after our ‘mates’ in the 

playground, and about how we help others less fortunate than ourselves, so 

they may find peace and there can be justice for all.  
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My thanks to our staff and parents who made this opportunity possible, and in particular I acknowledge             

Mr David Harris, Mr Christopher Borg, Mr James Way and our Boonah connection, Mrs Stacey Wilson.  

 

Thank you to Cr Michael Enright for his surprise visit on Tuesday and presentation of a book to commemorate 

ANZAC Day.  

 

I was equally proud of our community, staff and students, as we welcomed 

many visitors and prospective families to our school on Tuesday 1 May for 

our Evening Expo. We are all equally responsible for building the culture of 

McAuley College and so all equally proud to share this with others. Thank 

you to our students who were Tour Guides, Performers, and those who     

assisted with subject specific displays. WE all certainly played an important 

role and I thank each member of staff and students for the way they showed 

our ‘huge spirit’ in the Mercy tradition through our words and actions on this 

evening.  

 

 

If you have a younger child due to commence Year 7 next year or know of families interested in McAuley        

College, I remind you that enrolments for 2019 are being finalised and interviews organised, as well as 2020! 

Please contact the office for further information. 

 

I am looking forward to welcoming the Year 8 students and their parents to our “My Path” Evening for subject 

selection on Tuesday 8 May, starting at 5:30 pm. And then on Wednesday morning, enjoying the company of 

our significant mother figures at our Mother’s Day Breakfast and Liturgy.   

 

Next Tuesday, we start the exciting Stage Two Build at McAuley College. I refer you to a separate attachment 

with this email with information on what is happening and some plans around our initial integration of builders on 

site.  

 

 

In Mercy, 

Deidre Young,  Principal 



 

 

 

 
The Brisbane Archdiocesan P&F Council invites all parents and school community members to an evening 

with Dr Kate Owen. Kate is a clinical psychologist & clinical family therapist and will be addressing the topic of 

‘Talking with Teenagers’. This presentation is for parents and carers of children between the ages of 11 and 

18 years. 

  

Kate will discuss the teenage brain, the emotional brain, sleep & communication and coping as a parent of a 

teenager or pre-teen. 

  

Wednesday 9 May 2018 

5:30-7:00pm 

Assisi Catholic College 

Pope Francis Centre 

173 Billinghurst Cres, Upper Coomera 

  

Free event all welcome - light refreshments will be served 

  

Click on this link  http://www.cvent.com/d/0gqjhp  to find out more and to register by Monday 7 May. 

 

BELIEVE ...In action 

McAuley College ANZAC Service  

On Monday 23 April, the College gathered for our ANZAC Service.  

The service was led by our Year 8 Students, Anna Brandon and Zack 

Mackay.  Zack is a proud member of the Army Cadets and certainly 

looked resplendent in his cadets’ uniform. Zack’s parents and       

grandmother were present, with Zack’s father Richard being a re-

turned serviceman.  Major Tim 

Lucas addressed the College 

and in his       address he spoke 

of the values that we celebrate in the ANZAC spirit.  He emphasised the 

importance for each of us to be people of peace and freedom and to 

speak out against bullies of all forms.  It is a valuable reminder that 

we play a part in promoting the values that the ANZACs, and many Aus-

tralian men and women since, fought for and too often, died for. 

 

 
 

Evening Expo 

Our students demonstrated great belief in the College and in themselves as they played a central role in     

welcoming guests to the College at our Evening Expo on Tuesday night.  The students were inviting,            

respectful and proud of who they are.  As a parent and educator, I often reflect on where our students learn 

such values.  As a College, we do frequently speak about respect and recognition of others. However, I am 

sure that lessons such as these are more likely caught than taught.  It is in the modelling that others provide 

that enables the young men and women of the College to see and value these qualities.   



Part of that modelling comes with the vocation of teaching.  It is frequently said of teachers that students will 

remember who you are far more than what you say.  It is a privileged position to be in and one that is not lost 

on the staff of McAuley College.   

 

However, parents remain the first educators of their children. The students of McAuley College are a       

testament to the lessons they learn and witness at home.  They reap the long lasting benefit of our       

constant and loving guidance as they make their way in this important stage of adolescence.   

 

Mother’s Day 

Next Wednesday we take some time to honour our Mothers, Grandmothers and Women 

who make a difference in the lives of our staff and students. The College will host a Liturgy 

and Light Breakfast from 8:00am – 8:30am as a way of thanks to our Mothers,          

Grandmothers and Women who make a difference.    

 

Many thanks to all parents for your ongoing support of the College in the education of your 

child.  

 
David Harris 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 

 

 

LEARNING ...In action 
Welcome back to Term Two.  This is our longest term this year at eleven weeks, and one of the busiest.   

 

Next Tuesday, 8 May commencing at 5:30pm, we will hold the “My Path” evening, the first of our Subject      

Selection Information nights. Our Year 8 students and their parents will gather in W1 and W2 to learn about 

the process of subject selection in the College and how the Subject Selection Online (SSO) software works.  

Following this evening students will have the opportunity to select four elective subjects to study in Semester 

Two – two in Term Three and two in Term Four. 

 

Preparations for this year’s NAPLAN tests for our Year 7s are well underway.  The NAPLAN tests will take 

place from Tuesday 15 May through to Thursday 17 May.  Much has been written about NAPLAN recently, 

however it is important to remember that these are valuable “point in time” tests that allow us to gain a       

snapshot of our students’ literacy and numeracy standards.  The data collected from these tests helps to      

inform teachers’ classroom practice to ensure that student literacy and numeracy are a focus in all subject   

areas.  McAuley College’s Literacy Committee, chaired by our Teacher Librarian Mrs Melanie Burr, are       

constantly reviewing data from a range of sources, including NAPLAN, to develop literacy strategies to   assist 

students in improving their literacy skills and thus demonstrate better learning outcomes. 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Chris Borg, for the excellent job he did during my absence in Week 

One and Two.  I thoroughly enjoyed my two weeks long service leave, attached to the Easter Holidays. 

 

Have a great fortnight. 

 

Michael Darcy 
Deputy Principal 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2Fb9%2Fcd%2Fd7%2Fb9cdd77fb5b614fb1d02dfdb427a6a38.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com.au%2Fpin%2F297659856591893998%2F&docid=dTGEgWjDgDYYRM&tbnid=aY1yn0x15AeyYM%3A&vet=


 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

SECA Sport  

Last Thursday 27 April saw the first round of SECA competition for 2018.  The students and staff moved from 

the College grounds to the bus stop with great haste as we set off on our first adventure for the season.  All 

teams did a tremendous job representing the College and participated in the spirit of the friendly competition. 

Special mention to our Year 7 Division A Netball Team and our Year 8 Netball Team who both recorded wins 

in their first game of the season.   

 

If you would like to follow the progress of your son or daughter’s team, you can get up-to-date draws and      

results through the SECA Sport website http://seca.sportzvault.com/ 

 

Thank you to the staff who facilitate this great opportunity for our students and well done again to everyone for 

making such a great start.  I look forward to sharing more stories of success and sportsmanship in the coming 

weeks.   

 

 

http://seca.sportzvault.com/


2018 Pacific District Representative Trials   

 

A number of the Pacific District trials for 2018 have taken place in Term One, with a few 

continuing throughout Term Two.   

 

For further information about upcoming trails, please check the South Coast Sport      

website https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Districtsports/Pacific/Pages/Pacific.aspx 

At the time of writing a number of McAuley College students are competing at the Pacific 

District Cross Country trials.  We wish them all the very best.  Congratulations to Jim 

McClure who has recently been selected to represent the Beaudesert Zone Team in    

Rugby Union.   

 

In the community 

We continue to see McAuley College students achieving great things within local community sporting clubs.  

Congratulations to Zoe Schaal who was recently awarded U13 Years Girls Age Champion at Beaudesert Little 

Athletics.  We also congratulate Charlie Love who took out U13 Years Boys Age Champion.  

 

I would also like to acknowledge Riley Barrett-Collins for his success in Kung Fu.  Riley is a leader in his club 

and has recently achieved his orange sash, a personal goal he has been working toward for over a year.  In 

our next instalment of the newsletter, we will have a feature from Riley about his work within Kung Fu.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours in Sport  

Mrs Amy Richards  

Sports Coordinator  

 

 

Student ID Replacement Card 

If your child has lost their ID card we can arrange for a replacement at a cost of $7.00.  The ID Card             

replacement has been set up through Flexischools, however, it can only be charged using the scanner in the 

office and the tablet.  

 

 

Happy Birthday Mrs Heit 

My apologies, I missed placing this in the last edition of the newsletter ... 

Mrs Heit celebrated an important birthday at the beginning of Term Two and as    

usual there were plenty of goodies to eat in the staff room.  Welcome to the new 

20’s! 

 

https://southcoastschoolsport.eq.edu.au/Districtsports/Pacific/Pages/Pacific.aspx


Year 8 Camp 

With our inaugural Year 8 Camp approaching on May 16-18, we are busily      

making preparations to ensure we all have an enjoyable and productive           

experience. 

 

Our camp providers, Adventure Alternatives, have set up an exclusive webpage 

for the McAuley College Year 8 Camp, http://www.adventurealternatives.com.au/mcauley8/. It is important that 

parents and students take some time to read and discuss the information contained on this page and its       

related links. Here you will find descriptions of the facilities and activities that are available, answers to         

frequently asked questions and the all-important list of what to pack for camp! We also ask parents and       

students to take note of advice about leaving valuables and electronic devices at home, or locked away at 

school. 

 

School camps are important opportunities for students to develop resilience, independence and teamwork. We 

are sure that our Year 8 students will set a high standard for future year groups to follow in terms of their      

participation in activities and by ‘Keeping it REAL’ in all aspects of their conduct at camp. 

 

We look forward a fantastic camp experience. 

 

Happy Camping! 

 
Christopher Borg 
Year 7 and Year 8 Coordinator 
 

 

Celebrating Remarkable Moments in Writing  

As part of our regular and consistent student data monitoring around 

improved student writing outcomes, staff noticed some very pleasing 

improvements. I was very pleased to help celebrate with some of our 

students, who have made a remarkable improvement in their writing 

skills. Over the last couple of weeks, I have met individually with these 

students to congratulate their efforts and to assist them to reflect on their writing since last year. The students 

suggested some reasons for why this remarkable improvement was occurring; including, practising spelling at 

home, confidently applying the Editing Codes after writing, structuring their  ideas using the PEEL paragraph 

structure and planning ideas before writing.  I am certain that more than this selected sample of students are 

applying productive strategies to their written work, and I look forward to celebrating with more students next 

term.  Congratulations to Max Hohl, Tia Anderson, Veronica Wilson, Cole Phillips, Peter Riddle, Ashleigh 

Sellars and Hailey Waring on your wonderful achievement.  

 



ANZAC DAY SERVICES 

throughout the 

Scenic Rim 

 

Boonah 

 

 

Dawn Service 

Beaudesert 

 

 

 

Beaudesert 



Term 2 Focus -Writing Assessment Tool (WAT)  

This term, teachers will explicitly teach students about the use of the Writing Assessment Tool (WAT) to make 

their writing effective and well-written. The WAT is used across schools to help teachers and students plan for 

and reflect on their writing. It is a beneficial practise for students when self-reflecting. Students have received 

a laminated placemat which is housed in their diaries. They are encouraged to use this placemat when writing 

in any of their subject classes. Larger posters are displayed in all classrooms for student and teacher use. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yours in literacy 

 

Melanie Burr 

Literacy Coordinator 



EXPO EVENING 2018 


